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Avon firefighter respond at Avon High School for a kiln fire that
started around dismissal time Friday.
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OBERLIN — Progress is being made
on the planning of the school district’s
new preschool-through-fifth-grade
building, although the start date for
construction has been pushed back
several months.

The architect has been hired, bids
are being taken to hire a project man-
ager, and the district is seeking to
establish committees to help plan the
new school.

The new expected start is spring

2020 — a bit off the projected Novem-
ber 2019 start date that was first put
forth — mostly due to the planning
process, Superintendent David Hall
said.

Hall said the immediate emphasis
is putting together detailed plans to
design and build the facility.

The school board in February hired
ThenDesign Architecture to design
the building. The floor plans that were
shared last year were just a template
created by the firm, Hall said, and
specific plans will need more months

to be drawn and approved.
The district is accepting bids for a

project manager until April 1. The
candidates will be narrowed to three,
and the facilities committee will
choose who will fill the role April 27.

Oberlin Schools also is creating five
committees — facilities, design, sus-
tainability, educational programming
and student and family support — to
help with planning for the new facility.
Hall said the entire school community
should be involved in the process,
with faculty, students, parents, com-

munity members and other individu-
als serving on the committees.

The facility is expected to have
state-of-the-art security measures,
science and math centers and open
classroom spaces for collaborative
learning.

It will be funded through the dis-
trict’s 4.8-mill, 37-year bond issue
that voters passed in November. The
bond issue will generate $17.8 mil-
lion.

This is the first phase of a long-
range plan to create a preschool-

through-12th-grade campus by
replacing Eastwood and Prospect ele-
mentary schools with the new build-
ing. Another bond issue, which most
likely will be on the ballot in 2022, will
have to be sought to pay for a new
building for sixth through 12th grades.

For more information on the facil-
ity project and for monthly updates,
visit www.oberlinschools.net/
our-district/building-our-future.

Contact Bruce Walton at 329-7123 or
bwalton@chroniclet.com. Follow him on
Facebook @BWalton440 or Twitter
@BruceWalton.

New facility in planning stages

Melissa Linebrink
The Chronicle-Telegram

Abbreviate: to reduce (anything)
in length, duration, etc.; make
briefer.

As in, this year’s 36th annual Edu-
cational Service Center of Lorain
County and The Chronicle-
Telegram’s Spelling Bee will be
abbreviated.

Yes, for the first time in the bee’s
history, it won’t take place over three
nights.

Rather than splitting the bee up
into two preliminary bees and then a
final bee, there will be only one
spelling bee, Educational Service
Center of Lorain County coordinator
of special projects Debbie Hunt said.

“We changed the format because
it was becoming hard and harder to
find volunteers, bee advisers and
students to commit to possibly
doing a spelling bee two consecutive
Fridays — one for their actual bee
and another for the finals, if they
make it to the finals,” Hunt said.

With two preliminaries and one
final bee, that locked the volunteers

and location up for three straight
Fridays.

“Time is tight for everyone, and
something had to give,” Hunt said. “I
feel it will be very successful and am
looking forward to it.”

And even though the bee will take
place in one night and no one is sure
how long it will last, breaks will be
given — especially since the pro-
nouncer, Bruce Van Dyke of WEOL-
AM 930 radio, will need a few min-
utes to regroup.

“Bruce will get a break,” Hunt said.
“Once we are down to the last
approximately 25 kids, we will take a
20-minute break. Then we will do
the second half of the bee until we
get a winner.”

The time factor wasn’t the only
reason the bee changed its format.

Hunt is excited about the new for-
mat. While the prior format worked
well for decades, she said this new
setup will be a more precise way to
select a winner. In the old setup, the
final 16 from each bee moved on
regardless, which doesn’t fit the tra-
ditional spelling bee setup of
spelling until an error knocks some-
one out.

Participation to the bee is open to
seventh- and eighth-graders in all
public, private, parochial, charter

Format changes
for spelling bee

Melissa Linebrink
The Chronicle-Telegram

GRAFTON — Village Council is
looking for a candidate to fill a
vacancy after the death of Council
President John Lescher.

Lescher, 71, died March 6 from
complications associated with his
treatment for throat cancer. He had
missed only two Council meetings
since treatment had started, and vil-
lage administrators were hopeful that
he would beat the illness.

Now, they are left trying to find
someone to replace him, according to
a Facebook post Friday.

Village Council is seeking to
appoint a 3rd Ward resident to fill the
seat at an upcoming Council meeting
as early as April 2.

Council is asking interested indi-
viduals living in the 3rd Ward to drop
off or mail a resume to Grafton Village
Hall, 960 Main St., by noon Tuesday.

Candidates also are asked to attend
the scheduled meeting at 7 p.m. Tues-
day at the same location.

During the meeting, the candidates
will be asked to make a brief state-
ment or presentation to Council, not
exceeding three minutes.

Candidates vying for the seat must:
� Be a resident of the village for a
minimum of two years.
� Be a registered elector in the village.
� Show verifiable residency within
the 3rd Ward.

Contact Melissa Linebrink at 329-7243 or
mlinebrink@chroniclet.com. Follow her on
Twitter @MLinebrinkCT.

Grafton
Council
seeks new
member

Dave O’Brien
The Chronicle-Telegram

AVON — A kiln fire shortly before
dismissal Friday afternoon at Avon
High School did not result in any
injuries, Avon Schools Superinten-
dent Mike Laub said.

Events scheduled Friday night at
the high school were canceled as a
precaution, but other weekend
activities will go on as scheduled, he
said.

The fire in the kiln, in an art room
at the back of the building, was put

out by Avon firefighters as Avon
police and high school staff assisted
with an orderly dismissal just before
3:30 p.m. when the emergency was
reported.

“After you put the fire out, you have
to make sure there’s no re-ignition, so
we kept that area sealed from kids for
safety reasons,” Laub said. “And this
happened right before dismissal, so
some parents were already outside in
their cars pulling in to pick up their
students.”

Kiln fire empties
Avon High School

BRUCE BISHOP / CHRONICLE

A Grafton Township firefighter aims a hose toward a hotspot at a barn fire at 34581 Grafton Eastern Road in Grafton Township on
Friday. Fire crews from Grafton, Eaton and LaGrange townships responded to the fire about 11:15 a.m. Friday. According to Grafton
Township Fire Chief Bob Richards, no one was injured and no one was inside the barn at the time of the fire. Richards said the barn
contained antiques, not animals. He said the barn portion of the property is a rental; and according to the Lorain County auditor’s
website, it is owned by Randy and Penny Nemitz.

LCCC summer registration opens soon

Ohio board wants more
routes to graduation

COLUMBUS — The state school
board is recommending that Ohio
lawmakers give high school students
more flexibility to earn a diploma
through options not relying on stan-
dardized tests.

The latest recommendation would
give students more ways to prove
their skills in five categories, includ-
ing math, English, and leadership
and social development.

The state previously provided flexi-
bility for the classes of 2019 and 2020
after educators warned that too
many students were at risk of not
meeting increased test score require-
ments to graduate on time.

Critics say the point of raising
those requirements was ensuring
graduates are prepared for college or
the workforce and that creating alter-
native paths to graduation is a dis-
service to students.

The conversation about graduation
requirements is expected to continue
as state lawmakers consider what to
do.

Ohio’s work requirement
for Medicaid approved

COLUMBUS — A federal agency
has approved work rules for Ohioans
who receive health care benefits
through the state’s Medicaid expan-
sion program.

The state Department of Medicaid
said Friday’s approval means “able-
bodied” Ohioans will need to show

OBERLIN SCHOOLS

3rd Ward resident
needed to fill seat
after Lescher’s death

ROUNDUP

County contest
to be on one night
instead of three
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ELYRIA — Registration for summer
semester at Lorain County Commu-
nity College opens March 25.

Courses begin on or after May 28.
Courses are available in five-, 10-
and 12-week sessions.

More than 110 degree and certifi-
cate programs are available to meet
the needs and interests of every stu-
dent. Degree areas include business,
computer and information technol-
ogy, engineering and manufacturing,
health care and nursing, science and
mathematics, communications and

more.
Courses are offered in classroom

settings at convenient times, as well
as online. Register early for the best
course selection.

Registration may be completed
online at www.lorainccc.edu or by
phone at (440) 366-4067 or (800) 995-

5222, ext. 4032. Registration also may
be completed in person at any of the
LCCC Learning Centers:
� LCCC Wellington Center, 151 Com-
merce Drive, Wellington.
� LCCC University Partnership Ridge

BARN BURNS IN GRAFTON TOWNSHIP

See LCCC, B2
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In Loving Memory of
MIRIAM LOU GRUBER

March 9, 1930 - March 16, 2014

Five years ago today
we lost a lovely lady.

Those we love
don’t go away

they walk beside us
everyday...

Unseen, unheard,
but always near, still loved,
still missed and very dear.

Love You Always,
Your Devoted Husband
Richard & Loving Family

In Loving Memory of
JOSEPH A. MENNER

Nov. 11, 1934 - Mar. 16, 2009

It’s been 10 years
hard to believe.

Some days it feels
like yesterday.

You are thought of often
and always with a smile.
Sometimes a tear will fall.

JAMES T. MENNER
April 9, 1962 - March 7, 2014

KENNETH L. MENNER
Mar. 28, 1961 - Mar. 1, 1962

WILLIAM R. MENNER
Feb. 14, 1937 - Mar. 16, 2017

ROBERT A. MENNER
Dec. 16, 1940 - April 5, 2015

You are all always
in our hearts...

Forever on our minds
Love from all of us

In Loving Memory of
PAUL G. PHARES

Oct. 23, 1930 - Oct. 4, 2017

Happy Anniversary
My Husband & Angel
of my life of 46 years

Always missing you,
Shirley & Pee Wee

Mar. 17, 1973

In Loving Memory of
KIMBERLY KAWELL

Jan. 12, 1967 - March 16, 2017

Today’s the second
anniversary of the day that
we lost you. And for a time
it felt as though our life

had ended too. But loss has
taught us many things and
now we face each day with
hope and happy memories

to help us on our way.
And though we are full of
sadness that you’re no

longer here, your influence
still guides us and we still
feel you near. What we
shared will never die,

it lives within our hearts,
bringing strength and

comfort while we are apart.
Love & Miss You,

Kelly (Dwain), Karrie
(Cassius), Krissy (Dana),

Larry, Ashley, Raquel, Tony,
Deanna, Shaylee, Jayden,
Cameron, Jordan, Iyana,
Zahir, Aniyah, Keylee,
Harper & Lindsey

In Loving Memory of
THOMAS J. HOLLOWAY

1951 - 1991

Gone but not forgotten
God saw fit to take your
loving and kind heart

from us,
but He knows best.
We really miss you.
Love Forever,

Mom, Sisters, Brothers,
Nieces & Nephews

Nancy Jane Donnelly, 87, of
Medina, passed away Wednes-
day, March 13, 2019. She was
born January 23, 1932 in
Freemont, to the late Joseph
and Theresa (Redy) Miller.

Nancy truly loved life and
was cherished by everyone
who knew her. She will al-
ways be remembered for her
avid story telling.

Nancy is survived by her
stepchildren, Kathie (Mitry)
Aramouni, Michael (Mary
Clare) Donnelly, David Don-
nelly and William (Mandi)
Donnelly; loving grandchil-
dren and great-grandchil-
dren, nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death
by the love of her life, Frank
Donnelly; her parents;and
her siblings, Naomi, Charlie
and Dean.

The family of Nancy will
receive friends Monday,

March 18, 2019 from 10 a.m. to
12 Noon at The Waite & Son
Funeral Home, 765 N. Court
Street, Medina. A funeral ser-
vice will follow at 12 Noon.
The Reverend Father Andrew
Harmon will officiate. Burial
will follow at Brookdale Cem-
etery, Elyria.

The family would like to
thank the Masonic Communi-
ty and Hospice of the Western
Reserve for their many years
of loving care to Nancy.

Donations in memory of
Nancy may be made to Hos-
pice of the Western Reserve,
17876 St. Clair Ave., Cleve-
land, OH 44110.

To leave online condolences,
please visit

www.waitefuneralhome.com

Nancy Jane Donnelly

Merikay Walton
(nee Campbell), 72,
of Oberlin, passed
away unexpectedly
Thursday, March
14, 2019 at Univer-
sity Hospitals Main
Campus in Cleve-
land. She was born
December 6, 1946 in
Steubenville, Ohio and
had been a resident of Ober-
lin for 12 years, coming from
Maple Heights.

Merikay was a member of
the East Oberlin Community
Church and a former member
of the Walton Hills Church of
Christ.

She is survived by her
daughters, Jennifer (Jeff)
Sivec and Janet Drescher;
grandchildren, Jack and
Charlie Sivec and Emma Wal-
ton; sister, Frances “Wezy”
Bryner; nieces, Anna Bry-
ner and Lara Robins and
nephews, Tim, Marc and Lee

Bryner and Michael
Winslow.

She was preceded
in death by her hus-
band, Donald in 2014.

The family will
receive friends Mon-
day, March 18, 2019

from 5 p.m. until the
time of a memorial

service at 6 p.m. at The
Laubenthal-Mercado Funeral
Home and Cremation Service
38475 Chestnut Ridge Rd. (at
State Rt. 57), Elyria. Pastor
Chris Vough will officiate.
Burial will be private.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
al contributions can be made
to the East Oberlin Commu-
nity Church, 43709 Oberlin/
Elyria Rd., Oberlin, OH 44074.

Online condolences may be
expressed at

www.laubenthalmercado.com

Merikay Walton

Bernard E. McDivitt,
84, of Elyria, died
Wednesday, March
13, 2019 at Universi-
ty Hospitals Elyria
Medical Center. He
was born August
6, 1934 in Shawnee,
Ohio and was a 1952
graduate of Elyria
High School.

For many years he worked
as an auto mechanic and then
was employed as a mechanic
at Lake Terminal Railroad,
Lorain, retiring in 1994. He
enjoyed NASCAR, baseball,
football and attending his
granddaughter, Katie’s soft-
ball games.

Bernard is survived by his
daughters, Linda A. (Russell)
Bowles of Elyria and Cathy J.
Conger of Wimauma, Florida

and a grandson, Chris-
topher Conger.

He was preceded in
death by his wife of
57 years, Mary Lou
(nee Solt) McDivitt
in 2013; granddaugh-
ter, Katie L. Bowles in

2014; brothers, William
and Robert McDivitt;

sister, Jean Ellen Steven-
son and his parents, William
and Gertrude McDivitt.

Friends will be received
Monday, March 18, 2019 from
10 a.m. until the time of a 12
Noon service at Dicken Fu-
neral Home & Cremation Ser-
vice, 323 Middle Ave., Elyria.
Pastor Josh Workman will
officiate. Burial will be in Cal-
vary Cemetery, Lorain.

For online condolences, visit
www.dickenfuneralhome.com

Bernard E. McDivitt

John B. Reeves, 75, of
Elyria, died Tuesday,
March 12, 2019. He
was born August 18,
1943 in Cleveland
and was a 1962 grad-
uate of North Rid-
geville High School.

For three years, he
served with the United
States Army stationed in
Germany. John was em-
ployed as a union laborer
and was a member of Lowell
Street Baptist Church.

John is survived by children,
Drenda Christian of Elyria,
Layman Christian of Lorain,
Albert Christian of Elyria,
Jim Christian of Elyria and
Rickey Christian of Randlet,
Oklahoma; 18 grandchildren;
15 great-grandchildren; two
great-great-grandchildren and
a brother, Thomas Reeves of
Elyria.

He was preceded in death

by wives, Patricia Ann
Reeves and Sharon

Reeves; grandson,
Derek Christian;
parents, Buster and
Dorothy Reeves and
a sister Elizabeth
“Betty” Balzer.

Friends will be re-
ceived Monday, March

18, 2019 from 5 to 8 p.m.
at Lowell Street Baptist
Church, 642 Lowell Street,

Elyria. A funeral service
will be Tuesday, March 19,
2019 at 11 a.m. in the church
with Pastor Tony Woodyard
and Pastor Tom Spaulding
officiating. Burial will be in
Resthaven Memory Gardens,
Avon, where Elyria VFW
#1079 Honor Guard will pres-
ent Military Honors.

Funeral arrangements are in
the care of Dicken Funeral Home
and Cremation Services, Elyria.

For online condolences, visit
www.dickenfuneralhome.com

John B. Reeves

Ardis Pauline Pinkley (nee Yoder), 98, of Elyria, passed
away Wednesday, March 13, 2019 at the Welcome Nursing
Home in Oberlin. Funeral arrangements have been entrusted
to Busch Funeral Home, Elyria, 440-322-3717.

Ardis Pauline Pinkley

and home schools in the
Chronicle’s readership area.
The number of spellers from
each school is based on the
combined seventh- and
eighth-grade enrollments at
that school or student group.

This year there will be
54 spellers at the bee starting
at 6 p.m. Friday at Avon Mid-

dle School, 3445 Long Road,
Avon.

The public is invited to
attend the spelling bee, which
will determine who will repre-
sent Lorain County, the Edu-
cational Service Center and
The Chronicle at the 92nd
National Scripps Spelling Bee
the week of May 27 in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Contact Melissa Linebrink at 329-7243
or mlinebrink@chroniclet.com. Follow
her on Twitter @MLinebrinkCT.

Despite the emergency
response and the potential for
chaos during pickup, Laub
said the Avon firefighters,
Avon police and adults at the
high school “did a fabulous
job” making sure everyone
stayed safe and was able to get
off the property in an orderly
fashion.

“We were worried about
getting kids to safety,” Laub
said. “All students are safe and
all staff are safe, that I’m very
happy to report.”

Some students were able to
get their belongings from

areas unaffected by the fire.
Others who had to leave
belongings in lockers or class-
rooms will be allowed back
into the building between 8
and 10 a.m. today to retrieve
them, Laub said.

Most of the property dam-
aged by the blaze can be
replaced, though it was
“upsetting” that some artwork
also was damaged, he said.

Emergency plans in place
for such an incident “worked
really well, just more compli-
cated because it was at dis-
missal,” Laub said. “I thought
we managed it pretty well.”

Contact Dave O’Brien at 329-7129 or
do’brien@chroniclet.com. Follow him
at @daveobrienCT on Twitter.

they work 20 hours a week or are looking for a job, receiving
education or training, or engaged in community service.

The federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
says Ohio is the ninth state to invoke Medicaid work require-
ments.

Those exempt from the requirement include those 50 or
older, parental caretakers, people with chronic conditions,
and those who qualify for the Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program and the Able-Bodied Adults without Depend-
ents program.

Ohio House Democrats said the new rules will cost about
36,000 Ohioans enrolled through Medicaid expansion their
health care benefits.

Cleveland ordered to promote 2 officers
CLEVELAND — A judge has sided with two police officers

who said their department skipped over their promotions due
to the death of a fellow police officer.

Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Judge Steven Gall on
Thursday sided with Zina Martinez and Sean Smith, ordering
the Cleveland Police Department to immediately begin the
process of promoting them from the rank of sergeant to lieu-
tenant. Cleveland.com reported the two had promotion hear-
ings that ended up being canceled after the hearings fell on
the same day as Officer Vu Nguyen’s funeral.

Nguyen, 50, of Avon, died of multisystem organ failure July
6, less than a week after collapsing during a police training
exercise at Burke Lakefront Airport.

Smith and Martinez argued that they both took promo-
tional exams and had been informed by supervisors they
were going to be promoted.

A city spokesman said the city has no immediate comment.

Judge tosses suit against Rover Pipeline
CANTON — A judge has tossed out a lawsuit Ohio filed

against the developers of a $4.2 billion natural gas pipeline
that stretches from West Virginia to Michigan.

The lawsuit sought to force the builders of the Rover
Pipeline to pay fines for what Ohio regulators said were
numerous water pollution violations during the pipeline’s
construction.

A county judge in Canton ruled earlier this week that the
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency had waived its right
to regulate construction under the Clean Water Act.

Dallas-based Energy Transfer Partners argued it was up to
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to enforce envi-
ronmental laws during construction.

A spokesman for the Ohio Attorney General’s Office told
The Canton Repository the state is reviewing the decision and
is considering its next step.

State lawmakers, DeWine fix gun law error
COLUMBUS — State lawmakers have fixed a mistake in an

Ohio bill that gun rights advocates said could inadvertently
ban several types of legal guns and the governor has signed
the corrective bill.

At issue is legislation approved by lawmakers last year that
allows off-duty police officers to carry firearms and limits
local governments’ ability to pass gun laws, among other
changes.

Gun advocates said a misplaced paragraph in the bill unin-
tentionally lumped a variety of long guns into a prohibited
category and asked lawmakers to fix the problem before the
law takes effect in late March.

The Cincinnati Enquirer reported that lawmakers sent the
fix to Republican Gov. Mike DeWine on March 6 and voted for
it to be implemented immediately when signed by the gover-
nor, which he did on Monday.

— from wire reports

SPELLING
From B1

AVON
From B1

ROUNDUP
From B1

Hillel Italie
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — W.S. Merwin,
a prolific and versatile poetry
master who evolved through
a wide range of styles as he
celebrated nature, con-
demned war and industrial-
ism and reached for the elu-
sive past, died Friday. He was
91.

A Pulitzer Prize winner and
former U.S. poet laureate,
Merwin completed more than
20 books, from early works
inspired by myths and leg-
ends to fiery protests against
environmental destruction
and the conflict in Vietnam to
late meditations on age and
time.

He wrote rhymes and blank
verse, a brief report on the
month of January and a book-
length story in verse about
colonialism and the birth of
modern Hawaii. Like his hero,
Henry David Thoreau, he was
inspired equally by reverence
for the planet and anger
against injustice.

He died in his sleep at his
home on the Hawaiian island
of Maui, according to pub-
lisher Copper Canyon Press
and the Merwin Conservancy,
which the poet founded.

“He is an artist with a very
clear spiritual profile, and
intellectual and moral consis-
tency, which encompasses
both his work and his life,”
fellow poet Edward Hirsch
once said of him.

Merwin received virtually
every honor a poet could ask
for — more, it turned out,
than he desired.

Citing the Vietnam War, he
declined a Pulitzer in 1971 for
“The Carrier of Ladders,” say-
ing that he was “too con-
scious of being an American
to accept public congratula-
tion with good grace, or to

welcome it except as an occa-
sion for expressing openly a
shame which many Ameri-
cans feel.”

He also rejected member-
ship in the National Institute
of Arts and Letters, now the
American Academy of Arts
and Letters, but changed his
mind five years later, in 1977.

Among other awards he
accepted: a National Book
Award for “Migration” in 2005,
a Pulitzer in
2009 for “The
Shadow of
Sirius,” and
such lifetime
achievement
honors as the
Tanning Prize,
the Bollingen
Prize and a
gold medal
from the arts academy. He
was chosen the country’s poet
laureate in 2010 and served a
single one-year term.

The changes in his work
were no more dramatic than
the changes in his life, which
spanned continents and reli-
gious faiths. The son of a Pres-
byterian minister, he was
raised in the urban East dur-
ing the Great Depression,
spent years as a young man in
France, Mexico, Spain and
England and lived his final
decades as a Buddhist in a
solar-powered house he
designed on an old pineapple
plantation, surrounded by a
rain forest, on the northeast
coast of Maui.

“There was something
incomplete about the world
of streets and sidewalks and
cement,” he told the Paris
Review in 1986. “I remember
walking in the streets of New
York and New Jersey and
telling myself, as a kind of
reassurance, that the ground
was really under there.”

Pulitzer-winning
poet Merwin dies

DEATH ELSEWHERE

Merwin
in 1994

Campus, 32121 Lorain Road,
North Ridgeville.
� LCCC Lorain Learning Cen-
ter at City Center, 201 W. Erie
Ave., Lorain.
� LCCC Community Learning
Center at Lorain High School,
2600 Ashland Ave., Lorain.

Students also may register
starting March 25 for fall
classes that begin Aug. 26. Fall
courses are available for full-
term, five- and eight-week
sessions.

For those who want to earn
a college degree but are
unsure of what to study, LCCC
offers a variety of free services

to help students find their
best path to a rewarding
career. To help students sort
through the choices, LCCC
offers MyPlan, a free online
career planning resource that
assesses a student’s interest in
a variety of fields. To check
out MyPlan, visit
www.lorainccc.edu/myplan.

Learn more about services
and opportunities available at
LCCC at an UP-Close campus
visit. Explore campus with a
tour guide and have the
opportunity to talk with
admissions and financial aid
representatives during an UP-
Close visit. To register for an
UP-Close session, go to
www.lorainccc.edu/visit or
call (440) 366-4012.

LCCC
From B1
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In Loving Memory of
MIRIAM LOU GRUBER

March 9, 1930 - March 16, 2014

Five years ago today
we lost a lovely lady.

Those we love
don’t go away

they walk beside us
everyday...

Unseen, unheard,
but always near, still loved,
still missed and very dear.

Love You Always,
Your Devoted Husband
Richard & Loving Family

In Loving Memory of
JOSEPH A. MENNER

Nov. 11, 1934 - Mar. 16, 2009

It’s been 10 years
hard to believe.

Some days it feels
like yesterday.

You are thought of often
and always with a smile.
Sometimes a tear will fall.

JAMES T. MENNER
April 9, 1962 - March 7, 2014

KENNETH L. MENNER
Mar. 28, 1961 - Mar. 1, 1962

WILLIAM R. MENNER
Feb. 14, 1937 - Mar. 16, 2017

ROBERT A. MENNER
Dec. 16, 1940 - April 5, 2015

You are all always
in our hearts...

Forever on our minds
Love from all of us

In Loving Memory of
PAUL G. PHARES

Oct. 23, 1930 - Oct. 4, 2017

Happy Anniversary
My Husband & Angel
of my life of 46 years

Always missing you,
Shirley & Pee Wee

Mar. 17, 1973

In Loving Memory of
KIMBERLY KAWELL

Jan. 12, 1967 - March 16, 2017

Today’s the second
anniversary of the day that
we lost you. And for a time
it felt as though our life

had ended too. But loss has
taught us many things and
now we face each day with
hope and happy memories

to help us on our way.
And though we are full of
sadness that you’re no

longer here, your influence
still guides us and we still
feel you near. What we
shared will never die,

it lives within our hearts,
bringing strength and

comfort while we are apart.
Love & Miss You,

Kelly (Dwain), Karrie
(Cassius), Krissy (Dana),

Larry, Ashley, Raquel, Tony,
Deanna, Shaylee, Jayden,
Cameron, Jordan, Iyana,
Zahir, Aniyah, Keylee,
Harper & Lindsey

In Loving Memory of
THOMAS J. HOLLOWAY

1951 - 1991

Gone but not forgotten
God saw fit to take your
loving and kind heart

from us,
but He knows best.
We really miss you.
Love Forever,

Mom, Sisters, Brothers,
Nieces & Nephews

Nancy Jane Donnelly, 87, of
Medina, passed away Wednes-
day, March 13, 2019. She was
born January 23, 1932 in
Freemont, to the late Joseph
and Theresa (Redy) Miller.

Nancy truly loved life and
was cherished by everyone
who knew her. She will al-
ways be remembered for her
avid story telling.

Nancy is survived by her
stepchildren, Kathie (Mitry)
Aramouni, Michael (Mary
Clare) Donnelly, David Don-
nelly and William (Mandi)
Donnelly; loving grandchil-
dren and great-grandchil-
dren, nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death
by the love of her life, Frank
Donnelly; her parents;and
her siblings, Naomi, Charlie
and Dean.

The family of Nancy will
receive friends Monday,

March 18, 2019 from 10 a.m. to
12 Noon at The Waite & Son
Funeral Home, 765 N. Court
Street, Medina. A funeral ser-
vice will follow at 12 Noon.
The Reverend Father Andrew
Harmon will officiate. Burial
will follow at Brookdale Cem-
etery, Elyria.

The family would like to
thank the Masonic Communi-
ty and Hospice of the Western
Reserve for their many years
of loving care to Nancy.

Donations in memory of
Nancy may be made to Hos-
pice of the Western Reserve,
17876 St. Clair Ave., Cleve-
land, OH 44110.

To leave online condolences,
please visit

www.waitefuneralhome.com

Nancy Jane Donnelly

Merikay Walton
(nee Campbell), 72,
of Oberlin, passed
away unexpectedly
Thursday, March
14, 2019 at Univer-
sity Hospitals Main
Campus in Cleve-
land. She was born
December 6, 1946 in
Steubenville, Ohio and
had been a resident of Ober-
lin for 12 years, coming from
Maple Heights.

Merikay was a member of
the East Oberlin Community
Church and a former member
of the Walton Hills Church of
Christ.

She is survived by her
daughters, Jennifer (Jeff)
Sivec and Janet Drescher;
grandchildren, Jack and
Charlie Sivec and Emma Wal-
ton; sister, Frances “Wezy”
Bryner; nieces, Anna Bry-
ner and Lara Robins and
nephews, Tim, Marc and Lee

Bryner and Michael
Winslow.

She was preceded
in death by her hus-
band, Donald in 2014.

The family will
receive friends Mon-
day, March 18, 2019

from 5 p.m. until the
time of a memorial

service at 6 p.m. at The
Laubenthal-Mercado Funeral
Home and Cremation Service
38475 Chestnut Ridge Rd. (at
State Rt. 57), Elyria. Pastor
Chris Vough will officiate.
Burial will be private.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
al contributions can be made
to the East Oberlin Commu-
nity Church, 43709 Oberlin/
Elyria Rd., Oberlin, OH 44074.

Online condolences may be
expressed at

www.laubenthalmercado.com

Merikay Walton

Bernard E. McDivitt,
84, of Elyria, died
Wednesday, March
13, 2019 at Universi-
ty Hospitals Elyria
Medical Center. He
was born August
6, 1934 in Shawnee,
Ohio and was a 1952
graduate of Elyria
High School.

For many years he worked
as an auto mechanic and then
was employed as a mechanic
at Lake Terminal Railroad,
Lorain, retiring in 1994. He
enjoyed NASCAR, baseball,
football and attending his
granddaughter, Katie’s soft-
ball games.

Bernard is survived by his
daughters, Linda A. (Russell)
Bowles of Elyria and Cathy J.
Conger of Wimauma, Florida

and a grandson, Chris-
topher Conger.

He was preceded in
death by his wife of
57 years, Mary Lou
(nee Solt) McDivitt
in 2013; granddaugh-
ter, Katie L. Bowles in

2014; brothers, William
and Robert McDivitt;

sister, Jean Ellen Steven-
son and his parents, William
and Gertrude McDivitt.

Friends will be received
Monday, March 18, 2019 from
10 a.m. until the time of a 12
Noon service at Dicken Fu-
neral Home & Cremation Ser-
vice, 323 Middle Ave., Elyria.
Pastor Josh Workman will
officiate. Burial will be in Cal-
vary Cemetery, Lorain.

For online condolences, visit
www.dickenfuneralhome.com

Bernard E. McDivitt

John B. Reeves, 75, of
Elyria, died Tuesday,
March 12, 2019. He
was born August 18,
1943 in Cleveland
and was a 1962 grad-
uate of North Rid-
geville High School.

For three years, he
served with the United
States Army stationed in
Germany. John was em-
ployed as a union laborer
and was a member of Lowell
Street Baptist Church.

John is survived by children,
Drenda Christian of Elyria,
Layman Christian of Lorain,
Albert Christian of Elyria,
Jim Christian of Elyria and
Rickey Christian of Randlet,
Oklahoma; 18 grandchildren;
15 great-grandchildren; two
great-great-grandchildren and
a brother, Thomas Reeves of
Elyria.

He was preceded in death

by wives, Patricia Ann
Reeves and Sharon

Reeves; grandson,
Derek Christian;
parents, Buster and
Dorothy Reeves and
a sister Elizabeth
“Betty” Balzer.

Friends will be re-
ceived Monday, March

18, 2019 from 5 to 8 p.m.
at Lowell Street Baptist
Church, 642 Lowell Street,

Elyria. A funeral service
will be Tuesday, March 19,
2019 at 11 a.m. in the church
with Pastor Tony Woodyard
and Pastor Tom Spaulding
officiating. Burial will be in
Resthaven Memory Gardens,
Avon, where Elyria VFW
#1079 Honor Guard will pres-
ent Military Honors.

Funeral arrangements are in
the care of Dicken Funeral Home
and Cremation Services, Elyria.

For online condolences, visit
www.dickenfuneralhome.com

John B. Reeves

Ardis Pauline Pinkley (nee Yoder), 98, of Elyria, passed
away Wednesday, March 13, 2019 at the Welcome Nursing
Home in Oberlin. Funeral arrangements have been entrusted
to Busch Funeral Home, Elyria, 440-322-3717.

Ardis Pauline Pinkley

and home schools in the
Chronicle’s readership area.
The number of spellers from
each school is based on the
combined seventh- and
eighth-grade enrollments at
that school or student group.

This year there will be
54 spellers at the bee starting
at 6 p.m. Friday at Avon Mid-

dle School, 3445 Long Road,
Avon.

The public is invited to
attend the spelling bee, which
will determine who will repre-
sent Lorain County, the Edu-
cational Service Center and
The Chronicle at the 92nd
National Scripps Spelling Bee
the week of May 27 in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Contact Melissa Linebrink at 329-7243
or mlinebrink@chroniclet.com. Follow
her on Twitter @MLinebrinkCT.

Despite the emergency
response and the potential for
chaos during pickup, Laub
said the Avon firefighters,
Avon police and adults at the
high school “did a fabulous
job” making sure everyone
stayed safe and was able to get
off the property in an orderly
fashion.

“We were worried about
getting kids to safety,” Laub
said. “All students are safe and
all staff are safe, that I’m very
happy to report.”

Some students were able to
get their belongings from

areas unaffected by the fire.
Others who had to leave
belongings in lockers or class-
rooms will be allowed back
into the building between 8
and 10 a.m. today to retrieve
them, Laub said.

Most of the property dam-
aged by the blaze can be
replaced, though it was
“upsetting” that some artwork
also was damaged, he said.

Emergency plans in place
for such an incident “worked
really well, just more compli-
cated because it was at dis-
missal,” Laub said. “I thought
we managed it pretty well.”

Contact Dave O’Brien at 329-7129 or
do’brien@chroniclet.com. Follow him
at @daveobrienCT on Twitter.

they work 20 hours a week or are looking for a job, receiving
education or training, or engaged in community service.

The federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
says Ohio is the ninth state to invoke Medicaid work require-
ments.

Those exempt from the requirement include those 50 or
older, parental caretakers, people with chronic conditions,
and those who qualify for the Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program and the Able-Bodied Adults without Depend-
ents program.

Ohio House Democrats said the new rules will cost about
36,000 Ohioans enrolled through Medicaid expansion their
health care benefits.

Cleveland ordered to promote 2 officers
CLEVELAND — A judge has sided with two police officers

who said their department skipped over their promotions due
to the death of a fellow police officer.

Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Judge Steven Gall on
Thursday sided with Zina Martinez and Sean Smith, ordering
the Cleveland Police Department to immediately begin the
process of promoting them from the rank of sergeant to lieu-
tenant. Cleveland.com reported the two had promotion hear-
ings that ended up being canceled after the hearings fell on
the same day as Officer Vu Nguyen’s funeral.

Nguyen, 50, of Avon, died of multisystem organ failure July
6, less than a week after collapsing during a police training
exercise at Burke Lakefront Airport.

Smith and Martinez argued that they both took promo-
tional exams and had been informed by supervisors they
were going to be promoted.

A city spokesman said the city has no immediate comment.

Judge tosses suit against Rover Pipeline
CANTON — A judge has tossed out a lawsuit Ohio filed

against the developers of a $4.2 billion natural gas pipeline
that stretches from West Virginia to Michigan.

The lawsuit sought to force the builders of the Rover
Pipeline to pay fines for what Ohio regulators said were
numerous water pollution violations during the pipeline’s
construction.

A county judge in Canton ruled earlier this week that the
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency had waived its right
to regulate construction under the Clean Water Act.

Dallas-based Energy Transfer Partners argued it was up to
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to enforce envi-
ronmental laws during construction.

A spokesman for the Ohio Attorney General’s Office told
The Canton Repository the state is reviewing the decision and
is considering its next step.

State lawmakers, DeWine fix gun law error
COLUMBUS — State lawmakers have fixed a mistake in an

Ohio bill that gun rights advocates said could inadvertently
ban several types of legal guns and the governor has signed
the corrective bill.

At issue is legislation approved by lawmakers last year that
allows off-duty police officers to carry firearms and limits
local governments’ ability to pass gun laws, among other
changes.

Gun advocates said a misplaced paragraph in the bill unin-
tentionally lumped a variety of long guns into a prohibited
category and asked lawmakers to fix the problem before the
law takes effect in late March.

The Cincinnati Enquirer reported that lawmakers sent the
fix to Republican Gov. Mike DeWine on March 6 and voted for
it to be implemented immediately when signed by the gover-
nor, which he did on Monday.

— from wire reports
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Hillel Italie
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — W.S. Merwin,
a prolific and versatile poetry
master who evolved through
a wide range of styles as he
celebrated nature, con-
demned war and industrial-
ism and reached for the elu-
sive past, died Friday. He was
91.

A Pulitzer Prize winner and
former U.S. poet laureate,
Merwin completed more than
20 books, from early works
inspired by myths and leg-
ends to fiery protests against
environmental destruction
and the conflict in Vietnam to
late meditations on age and
time.

He wrote rhymes and blank
verse, a brief report on the
month of January and a book-
length story in verse about
colonialism and the birth of
modern Hawaii. Like his hero,
Henry David Thoreau, he was
inspired equally by reverence
for the planet and anger
against injustice.

He died in his sleep at his
home on the Hawaiian island
of Maui, according to pub-
lisher Copper Canyon Press
and the Merwin Conservancy,
which the poet founded.

“He is an artist with a very
clear spiritual profile, and
intellectual and moral consis-
tency, which encompasses
both his work and his life,”
fellow poet Edward Hirsch
once said of him.

Merwin received virtually
every honor a poet could ask
for — more, it turned out,
than he desired.

Citing the Vietnam War, he
declined a Pulitzer in 1971 for
“The Carrier of Ladders,” say-
ing that he was “too con-
scious of being an American
to accept public congratula-
tion with good grace, or to

welcome it except as an occa-
sion for expressing openly a
shame which many Ameri-
cans feel.”

He also rejected member-
ship in the National Institute
of Arts and Letters, now the
American Academy of Arts
and Letters, but changed his
mind five years later, in 1977.

Among other awards he
accepted: a National Book
Award for “Migration” in 2005,
a Pulitzer in
2009 for “The
Shadow of
Sirius,” and
such lifetime
achievement
honors as the
Tanning Prize,
the Bollingen
Prize and a
gold medal
from the arts academy. He
was chosen the country’s poet
laureate in 2010 and served a
single one-year term.

The changes in his work
were no more dramatic than
the changes in his life, which
spanned continents and reli-
gious faiths. The son of a Pres-
byterian minister, he was
raised in the urban East dur-
ing the Great Depression,
spent years as a young man in
France, Mexico, Spain and
England and lived his final
decades as a Buddhist in a
solar-powered house he
designed on an old pineapple
plantation, surrounded by a
rain forest, on the northeast
coast of Maui.

“There was something
incomplete about the world
of streets and sidewalks and
cement,” he told the Paris
Review in 1986. “I remember
walking in the streets of New
York and New Jersey and
telling myself, as a kind of
reassurance, that the ground
was really under there.”

Pulitzer-winning
poet Merwin dies

DEATH ELSEWHERE

Merwin
in 1994

Campus, 32121 Lorain Road,
North Ridgeville.
� LCCC Lorain Learning Cen-
ter at City Center, 201 W. Erie
Ave., Lorain.
� LCCC Community Learning
Center at Lorain High School,
2600 Ashland Ave., Lorain.

Students also may register
starting March 25 for fall
classes that begin Aug. 26. Fall
courses are available for full-
term, five- and eight-week
sessions.

For those who want to earn
a college degree but are
unsure of what to study, LCCC
offers a variety of free services

to help students find their
best path to a rewarding
career. To help students sort
through the choices, LCCC
offers MyPlan, a free online
career planning resource that
assesses a student’s interest in
a variety of fields. To check
out MyPlan, visit
www.lorainccc.edu/myplan.

Learn more about services
and opportunities available at
LCCC at an UP-Close campus
visit. Explore campus with a
tour guide and have the
opportunity to talk with
admissions and financial aid
representatives during an UP-
Close visit. To register for an
UP-Close session, go to
www.lorainccc.edu/visit or
call (440) 366-4012.
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